SAVE OUR FISH—BAN GILL NETS
What are gill nets?

· Gill nets are entangling nets that hang like a curtain killing most every marine species that swim into them including non-targeted species such as redfish, speckled trout, pompano—even sea turtle and dolphin. 

Why ban gill nets?

· Alabama is the only state from Maine to Texas that has not significantly limited or completely banned gill nets.
· Bob Shipp, head of USA’s Marine Sciences, and John Dindo, a marine biologist at Dauphin Island Sea Lab, blame the “roe mullet” gill net fishery for significantly reducing Mobile Bay’s mullet population.  Scientists believe this reduces the fish populations that feed on mullet.

· Commercial harvest of Spanish mackerel jumped from 117,000 lbs. in 1993 to nearly 1,000,000 lbs. by 2004 according to Vern Minton, head of Alabama Marine Resources.  This effectively eliminates sport fishing for Spanish mackerel in Alabama.
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· Saltwater recreational fishing generates over $500 million dollars annually for the state’s economy.  Banning gill nets allows this industry to continue to expand.

How does banning gill nets affect the state’s commercial fisheries?

· In the three years after the 1994 gill net ban, Florida’s commercial seafood industry tallied $313.6 million dollars in seafood production compared to only $192.5 million dollars in the three years preceding the ban (per report by Samuel C. Wilson, President CCA Alabama, Tuscaloosa Chapter).
· Most agree that since there were less than 120 gill net licenses issued in Alabama last year and that gill netters represent only a fraction of the overall commercial fishery, there will be no noticeable economic effect of banning gill netting.

