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July 29, 2007

OPEN LETTER TO SELECTED PRESS
Dear Readers and Voters:


I hope that you have seen and heard the complaints broached by the local daily press and at least one “talk radio” program.  You may not trust those sources for accuracy but you can trust them to sell advertisements and commercials.  What I would ask you to do is “calm down.”  It’s just powerful special interests efforts to keep you in the dark and promote double and triple standards. Let me arm you with a few sharp and pointed weapons.


First on the topic of community service grants, please be aware that the Legislature of the State of Alabama  and several different Governors of this state have given away billions of dollars in tax money to special interests by ‘borrowing money’ through bond issues to prepare and build automobile plants and special industrial complexes all around the state.  You will not hear the special interest press and talk radio tell U.S. Senators like Jeff Sessions and Dick Shelby to not use their political power to send special funds to Alabama.  Representative Jo Bonner may not bring much money home but he sometimes tries.  That is what elected officials are supposed to do.  The “founding fathers and mothers” purportedly dumped tea into a Boston harbor to protest sending wealth to Great Britain without having a political say-so into how much wealth it could keep.  That political “say-so” is representative government.

Second, most state legislators in the Alabama House are far removed from making decisions about multi-million dollar and billion dollar deals.  It has taken some members more than two decades to just get on committees where they can vote on where money goes outside of essential state services.  Two decades means being elected at least five times.  When folk are elected to office from districts, we carry the interests, needs and wishes of our districts with us.  I represent a part of Mobile County.  Mobile County teaches children to fish and play football, among other things, and does a good job of it.  It pays to know that state tax money goes into developing and protecting fishing waters – rivers, creeks, the bay and our sandy coasts.  Special interests’ events are funded by public money like the Senior Bowl and the GMAC football [Police overtime, for example.]  These things are approved by county or municipal legislators, i.e., council members and commissioners.  Whether to build a senior citizens center in West Mobile or repair deteriorating streets ‘Down-the-Bay” is negotiated by city legislators.  Both will happen, without any doubt.  The negotiation is about when either will happen

Neither Mobile County nor Baldwin County has music programs that promote the learning of American’s contribution to the Arts World.  It is interesting that Jazz Music is what millions have gone to New Orleans to hear but Mobile is older than New Orleans and has made a contribution to the development of Jazz Music.  In addition to being entertainment attractions, Jazz Music and the other Performing Arts derived from Black African American history has an international market.  Jazz Music of a particular order is what has fueled the economies of many cultural centers in America and abroad.  You would have to be in a special group to NOT know that the central concern about repopulating New Orleans is in getting the JAZZ musicians back!!


Through collaboration with the National Arts Council in Washington DC, the American Federation of Musicians, the Alabama Council on the Arts and the Mobile County Public Schools, and funding from private contributions, Jazz Music is being introduced to public schools in Mobile.  It is anticipated that the same type projects will be introduced in some of Alabama’s rural communities within the next year.

Is the criticism about community service grant dollars being put to “better use” a warranted criticism?  Is it a waste of money?  My answer is a resounding “No!” to both questions.  The real questions come from those with far different perspectives both of what constitutes “value” and “culture.”  A short while ago when decision were made about tax support for public education in Mobile, several referendum failed.  A tax increase was approved only when it was announced that the athletic programs were going to be shut down or reduced.  Communities volunteer and build athletic training facilities when the school system cannot afford to build those facilities.  Not a single community has volunteered and built a Fine Arts facility for a public school in all of South Alabama.  That’s not about right or wrong.  It IS about perspective.


To the critics I offer a very simple challenge:  (1)  compare and contrast the music of J.S. Bach and Conway Twitty; (2) compare and contrast the music of J. Coltrane and Kenny G; and (3) compare and contrast the musical performances of The New York Philharmonic Symphony and the musical performance of the Duke Ellington Orchestra.


Regarding the matter of “executive decisions” and “debate on community service grant allocations:”  We’re back to politics.  Executive decisions made by the Governor, no matter how well intended, will reflect his primary cultural orientation.  It’s still a matter of perspective.  A debate on what my district, its supporting school system and neighborhood needs as I can provide it from the State is not going to happen.  I was elected to make those decisions and to defend the best interests of my district, Mobile County and the State of Alabama.  Some things will not be subject to debate.


Lastly, the United States Constitutions protects the press.  It’s called “Freedom of the Press” and distinguishes the United States from nearly every other sovereign nation.  The press is free to be wrong in its editorials and inaccurate or not thorough in its investigations.  There’s no debate on that either.  
