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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

March 2, 2009
Contact: Nancy Johnson

Director of Public Affairs and Community Services

Office: 251-574-5088

Cell: 251-281-3818
Nodine Picked for National Homeland Security Program
Mobile County Commissioner Stephen Nodine has been selected to attend the Homeland Security Executive Leaders Program this year, part of the federal government’s efforts to strengthen national security. Participants are chosen for their recognized leadership in the disciplines that make up homeland security. 

 
Nodine will attend the program at the Naval Postgraduate School’s Center for Homeland Defense and Security in Monterey, CA.  The school will pay all costs, including travel, lodging, food and supplies.


Jim Walker, director of Alabama Homeland Security, believes Nodine will be the first elected county commissioner in the country to be selected for the program. 


"I have come to fully rely on Commissioner Nodine's strong leadership and ‘can-do’ spirit in preparing Mobile County for the natural and man-made disasters inherent to life in the 21st Century,” Walker said.  “He (Nodine) worked with us early in the Riley Administration to support the creation of the Alabama Department of Homeland Security, and has remained a strong supporter of Alabama's homeland security efforts."


The goal of the school is to bring together leaders in government and the private sector to educate them about homeland security threats and to develop strategies and communication networks to defeat terrorism. Participants will be asked to work through homeland security problems and consider case studies.


About 30 participants were selected for this year’s seminars among senior local, state, tribal, federal government, military and private sector officials with homeland security responsibilities. 


Nodine has taken a leadership role in disaster preparedness and recovery throughout his career in public office. As an elected official, Nodine has led Mobile County through five major storms in the past four years, including Hurricanes Katrina and Ivan.  During Hurricane Katrina, his role as Chief Executive Officer of the County of Mobile provided the leadership necessary to get Mobile and its people through one of the most devastating storms to hit the U.S. since 1928.


He also worked for enactment of the Alabama Homeland Security Act (Act 2003-276) aimed at development, coordination, and implementation of a state policy to respond to terrorist threats or attacks.  


“The safety of citizens is a fundamental function of government and I expect this program to make Mobile County government more agile in responding to disasters and emergencies,” said Nodine.  “It will help us to develop best practices in the case of a catastrophe.”
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